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The cast of characters surrounding 


the seizure of anti-Castro | 
hardware as outlined on these pages 
is particularly interesting. 

The raw material cited in the 
footnote is attached. Note 
reference to: Briniuer and Oswald. 
Below that McLaney brothers and 
Victor Espinosa and Frank Sturgis. 
Not attached is a critical New 


Orleans field office memo to 


FBI headquarters linking Briniuer 
to the McClaney/Sturgis operation. 
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sonally as a traitor if he doing something wrong in the debate. When he saw the 
guidebook for Marines, he smiled to me, and he told me, “Well, listen, Carlos, 
don’t try to do un invasion with that guidebook for Marines, because that is an 
old one and that will be a failure.” That was his joke in that moment. 

After that we went to the debate, and I think that you have the whole history 
of the debate, you have the transcription and everything, [so] that I don’t have 
to go inside that, because that is subjective, not objective. You have the ob- 
jective, and that is the debate. 

Mr, LIeBeLrr. That is.right. We do havea transcript and we listened to it on 
the tape last night over at the television station too. 

Mr. Brincuier. And there is something that I want to show you too. I told 
to you about the training camp that were across the Lake Pontchartrain. 

Mr. Lreseter. Yes. 

Mr. Brrncurter. [Producing newspaper.] At the beginning of August in the 
Diario Las Americas from Miami for September 4—— 

Mr. LIEBELER. For September 4, 1963? . 

Mr, Brrncurer. That is right. [Indicating photograph.} This is the spy 
who was inside the training camp. The Christian Democratic Movement turned 
him over to the FBI, and the FBI was questioning himin Miami. The Christian 
Democratic Movement found a letter, necording to this information, from this 
guy directed to Carlos Lechuga, former Cuban Ambassador to Mexico and now 
Cuban Ambassador to the United Nations in New York. In that letter the Spy, 
Fernando Fernandez, was warning. Lechuga that they have to be alert from that 
date to August 8, and the day that Oswald came trying to infiltrate my orga- 
nization was on August 5. This sounds for me Strange in all this matter. 

{Indicating.] Here is another interview from Fernandez here 3 days later. 

Mr. LIgBeELER. You are referring to a copy of the same newspaper but for the 
date of September 6, 1963, on the front page of which 

Mr. Brinourer. (Indicating.] Here. “Fernando Fernandez is in favor of 
coexistence with the Communist regime of Castro.” That is the title in 
Spanish 

Mr. LIEBELER. Let me see if I can understand what you are saying. You say 
that Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga? 

Mr, BRINGUIER. Fernandez wrote a letter to Lechuga in Mexico. 

Mr. LitreLer. T.echuga is a member of the Castro government? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Right. 

Mr. LIEBELER. He is now Ambassador to the United Nations? 

Mr. Brinouier. In New York; right. | 

Mr. LIfEBELER. Fernandez is the person who was the Castro spy who had in- 
filtrated the training canip in Louisiana? 

Mr. Brincuier. For the Christinn Democratic Movement here in Louisiana. 

Mr, LIieBeLer. Now the Christinn Democratic Movement is—what? Pro- 
Castro? | ee 

Mr. BrRINGUIER. Anti-Castro. md 

Mr. LIEBELER. It is an anti-Castro organization? 

Mr. Brinaurer. Yes; they were training Cubans over here to make a com- 
mando action against Castro, but they tind out that there was a Castro spy 
inside the training camp, and they went back to Miami with the people and with 
him, and they turn him over to the FBI. I think that after that the leader 
for the Christian Democratic Movement—or that the FBI didn’t found nothing, 
because was not against the law to spy inside an anti-Castro orgunization. It 
was against the law to spy inside the U.S. Government but not inside the anti- 





' Castro organization. And my feeling—and this is the question that I am asking 


myself—in New Orleans we are about 900 miles from Miami. In Miami is where 
the headquarters of all the anti-Castro groups. I could not find any reason 
for Oswald to come to me and offer me his service to train Cubans in guerrilla 
warfare at the same moment when there was a secret anti-Castro training camp 
in New Orleans and a Castro spy was inside that training cainp. That for me 
is—because, if he wag willing to infiltrate one active organization, he will go 
directly to.Miami and he will offer his service over there in Miami, but not in 
New Orleans where it is not publicly known thu. :here was something going on 
at that moment. I[ believe that that was the ouly :ime here in New Orleans that 
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there was something like that, and it was.a coincidence. And there is another 
coincidence too for me, and that is that when Oswald left the city he went to 
Mexico, and the letter from Fernandez that was Intercepted here was to. Mexico 
too, and Oswald visit the Cuban consulate in Mexico, and the Fernandez letter 


was to the Cuban Ambassador to Mexico. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Go ahead. 

Mr. BRINGUIER. You see, after the debate, the same night of the debate, I 
went to the radio station here in New Orleans and the local papers and the 
United Press International office, and I gave a press release. If you want a 
copy, I could give youa copy. Igavea copy to the Secret Service. 

The most interesting thing is the four things that I asked to the Secret 
Service of New Orleans. I think that this is the second one where I said, 
“Write to your Congressman asking for a full investigation of Mr. Lee H. 
Oswald, a confessed Marxist” [producing document]. And that was 3 months 
before the assassination. 

Mr. Lieserer. Do you have another copy of this? 
. Mr. BRrncuier. I have the original of that. You can have that. 


For me, that {s a big doubt. 


‘ Mr. LIEBELER. I have marked a copy of the press release distributed to the . 


various communications media here In New Orleans, on August 16, 1963—— 
Mr. BRinauies. No, August 21. | 
Mr. LIEBELER. August 21, 1963? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 21, the night of the debate. 

Mr. Ligpecer. I mark it as “Exhibit No. 3” to your deposition, and I have 
initialed it. Would you {initial it? 

(The witness complied.] ‘ 

Mr. LIEBELER. Let me go over some of this testimony that you have just 
given to see if I understand. Mr. Fernandez wrote to Mr. Lechuga a letter 
in which Fernandez said that we—meaning the Castro people? . a 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Yes. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Must be on guard up until August 8? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. August 8, that fs right. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Of 1963? | 

Mr. Brincurer. That is right. | 

Mr. LIEBELER. You indicated that Oswald had come to your store or offices 
on August 5, 1963? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. That is right. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Oswald came to you offering to assist in the military training 
of Cubans? a 

Mr. BRrrna@urer. That is right. | 

Mr. LiEBELER. At that time, there was, in fact, a training camp near New 
Orleans 

Mr. Brinavuier. That is right. __ 

Mr. LIEBELER. For the training of people for military action against Castro? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Right. 

Mr. LIesELER. And that was not public knowledge at that time? 

Mr. BRINGuUIER. That is right. . 

Mr, LIEBELER. So you are tying this up in. your mind by considering the pos- 
sibility that Oswald was, in fact, a Castro agent? 

Mr. BRiNGuIeR. That is right. 

Mr. Liesecer. And did know about the existence of this training camp, be- 
cause Mr. Fernandez had already himself infiltrated that training camp? 

Mr. Brinourer. That is right. . ; 

Mr. LieseLer. And that Fernandez had told Oswald about the existence of this 
camp and had asked Oswald himself to try to infiltrate that camp for your 
organization? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Excuse me. 

Mr. LIeseter. Is that correct? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Well, the only thing that I don’t believe is that Fernandez 
had told directly to Oswald. What I believe is that Fernandez had informed 
some people outside the United States, and these people had informed Oswald and 
had gave to Oswald the order to try to infiltrate the Cuban group here in New 
Orleans. : 
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Mr. Lrepecer. And Mr. Fernandez was, on this theory, aware of that and was 
aware of approximately the time Oswald would make this attempt, and, there- 
fore, indicated to Lechugu that there would be some danger of Oswald being 
discovered as an attempted infiltrator? 

Mr. Brrnautrer, I beg pardon? I don’t understand the words. 

Mr. LIEBELER. AS I understand, part of the hypothesis here, the theory, re- 
Iates to the fact that Fernandez said to Lechuga, “We must be careful, or we 
will be in danger,”’—up until about August 8. Now does that statement have 
anything to do with Oswald? ) 

Mr. Brincurer. Well, what I think is this: He send that letter to Lechuga, and 
on August 5 Oswald came to me offering his service to train Cubans, all in the 
same period of time. Something that never was happening here in New 
Orleans, that there was a secret anti-Castro training camp, and the chairman 
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee trying to join the Cuban group here in 


_New Orleans. Those are the facts. I don’t want to tell something that I am 


not sure ubout. I just want to show you that treinendous coincidence or that 


*. eonnection. 


Mr. LIEBecer. Now it doesn't seem likely, does it, that Oswald would go around 
handing out literature in the streets like he did if he was actually attempting 
to infiltrate the anti-Castro movement? 

Mr. BrRincuieER. Remember that that was after I turned down his offer and 
after I told him that I don’t have nothing to do with military activities and 
that here there is nothing, and that I turned down completely him. We didn’t 
went openly to do that before the attempt to infiltrate the training camp; 
he went openly to do that after he was turned down. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Do you know of any conceivable association between anybody 
in the pro-Castro movement and Oswald that could have acted as a source of 
information to Oswald—conducted the orders to him? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. No. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Would you have any way of obtaining information ‘of that sort 
as a result of your anti-Castro activities and contacts? If there were such a 
person as this, do you think you would be likely to know about it? 

Mr. BRINGUIER. Beg your pardon? : 

Mr. LIepeLer. If there were such a person, that is to say, some agent of the 
Castro movement who had been working with Oswald, do you think that you 
would have had access to that information or you would have been likely to 
find out about it? 

Mr. BrINGuIER. You see, that is a hard question, because here in the city you 
have a lot of persons. There are some who are pro-Castro, there are many 
who are anti-Castro. Even among the Cubans you could have some Castro 
agents here in the city and you could not have control of everybody. 

But there is something else: The owner of the Havana Bar—-the Havana Bar 


is located in 117 Decatur Street, just two door or three door from my store—~ 


the owner of the Havana Bar is a Cuban, and he and one of the employees 
over there, gave the information to me after Kennedy’s assassination—not 
before—that Oswald went to the Havana Bar one time. He asked for some 
lemonade. He was with one Mexican at that moment, and when Oswald was 
drinking the lemonade, he start to say that, sure, the owner of that place had 
to be a Cuban capitalistic, and that he argue about the price of the lemonade. 
He was telling that that was too much for a lemonade, and he feel bad at that 
moment, Oswald feel bad at that moment—he had some vomits and he went 
out to the sidewalk to vomit outside on the sidewalk. These persons here from 
the Havana Bar told me that the guy, the Mexican, who was with Oswald, was 
the same one tbat one time the FBI told them that if they will see him, call them 
immediately because that was a pro-Communist. I remember that was between 
August 15 and August 30 was that period of time. I could not locate that 
because I start to find out all these things after the Kennedy assassination, not 


' before, because before I did not found any connection. They did not told 


nothing of this before to me. Between the 15th and the 30th the brother of 
the owner of the Havana Bar came to wy store asking me to call the FBI, be- 
cause he already saw one automobile passine by the street with two Mexicans, 
one of them the one who had been with :-swald in the bar, and he told me 


45 


“7 ._™ . 
a here, 2 aes > . ie : 
mals: aa Ss Vw bys Boe: 
Wares es 2 een te, : é 


— 
AS eS Ap pe TIRE LOTR IS ye 
at ro Peet a ie ? = tose ss 
“ > e° skp . 


ee head 


J * 
: 


a re 
Usha: 


oath 


ae SAS 





: fade See ee 
fet Jeet eine a pee 


~ 
(THEta, SN 
ey 


ares 
Aah eS 


i we oe T 
a5 oe owe Ot 


we page 
-. 


a 


Now 
i 
Ast: 


# 


* ' 
‘ ie 
. 

” 


oa, 
tbe 
3 ale 
i Dre wit: 


“ke 


me Nepet, 


~ 


wee 
mie 


Pa 


fae AS 
* Mem 


Fon 


Fla tan 


“ 
. 


Perera; ve 
ee 
3 Wis, 


7a << “ 


ae thee a 2% oe ; ° tow tae — ‘wm gy e 
x ‘“ A. BLP “<n ty ke » ac, - b Tet tons 
Bm Ps * Saree eee oi . ee OO wer sis ‘ -. 
z! fe « > by La ae ete te Ay if ay es . ¢ . 
; i = ge ele . 7 :* = 3 ie ‘~ ee, 
. -" Ce 2 ante oe 4° Pere au o. + a, ‘ 
8 tien "ie . 
. . farteate * ‘ sg" 
eof Seka ig 7 eae sani oo 2" . : ‘ 
Lie . ri - ae -? « 
ra 


‘sj 


rg 





HW 546: 


t do] 





4 


Fair Play for Cuba Committee materials on one uneventful oc- 
casion in Dallas sometime during the period April 6-24, 1963,518 
Oswald’s first public identification with that cause was in New Or- 


‘leans. There, in late May and early June of 19638, under the name 


Lee Osborne, he had printed a handbill headed m lary ge letters “TLands 
Off Cuba,” an application form for, and a membership card in, the 
New Orleans branch of tlie Fair Play for Cuba Committee? He 
first distributed his handbills and other material uneventfully in the 
vicinity of the U.S.S. Wasp, which was berthed at the Dumaine Street 
wharf in New Orleans, on June 16, 1963.58 He distributed literature 
in downtown New Orleans on August 9, 1963, and was arrested because 
of a dispute with three anti-Castro Cuban exiles, and again on August 
16, 1963.3 Following his arrest, he was interviewed by the police, ‘and 
at. his own request, by. an agent of the FBI.3°° On August 17, 1963, he 
appeared briefly on a radio program 7? and.on August 21, 1963, he 
debated over radio station WDSU, New Orleans, with Carlos Brin- 
ewer, one of the Cuban exiles who had been arrested with him on 


‘August 9.272” Bringuier claimed that on August 5, 1963, Oswald had 


attempted to infiltrate an anti- Castro organization with which he was 
ussoclated.323 | 

While Oswald publicly engaged in the activities described above, 
his “organization” was a product of his imagination. The imaginary 
president of the, nonexistent chapter was named A. J. Hidell,3** the 
name that Oswald used when he purchased the assassination weapon.??° 
Marina Oswald said she signed that name, apparently chosen because 
it rhymed with “Fidel,” *?7 to her husband’s membership card in the 
New Orleans chapter. She testified that he threatened to beat her if 
she did not do so.38 The chapter had never been chartered by the 
national FPCC organization.*?® It appears to have been a solitary 


operation on Osw: ala’ Ss part in spite of his misstatements to the New . 
Orleans police that it had 35 members, 5 of which were usually present - 


at meetings which were held once a month.%* | 
Oswald's Fair Play for Cuba activities may be viewed as a very 
shrewd political operation in which one man single handedly created 


publicity for his cause or for himself. It is also evidence of Oswald’s 


reluctance to describe events accurately and of his need to present 
himself to others as well as to himself in a Heht more favorable than 
was justified by reality. This is suggested by his misleading and some- 
time untruthful statements in his letters to Mr. V. tT, Lee, then 
national director of FPCC. In one of those letters, dated August 1. 
1963, Oswald wrote that an office which he had previously claimed to 
have rented for FPCC activities had been “promply closed 3 days 
later for some obsure reasons by the renters, they said something 
ubout remodeling ect., [im sure you understand. 351 TTe wrote that 
“thousands of circulars were distrubed” “? and that he continued to 
receive inquiries through his post office box which he endeavored 
“to keep ansewering to the best of my bility.” ‘1 In his letter to 
V. T. Lee, he stated that he was then alone in his efforts on behalf 
of FPCC, but he attributed his lack of support to an attack by Cuban 
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exiles in a street demonstration and being “officialy cautioned” by the 
police, events which “robbed me of whitt support Thad leaving me 
alone.” 334 3 

In spite of those claims, the Commission has not been able to un- 
cover any evidence that anyone ever attacked any street demonstration 
in which Oswald was involved, except. for the Bringuier incident men- 
tioned above, which occurred 8 days after Oswald wrote the above 
letter to V. T. Lee.%5 Bringuier, who seemed to be familiar with many 
anti-Castro activities in New Orleans, was not. aware of any such 
incident. Police reports also fail to reflect any activity on Oswald’s 
part prior to August 9, 1963, except for the uneventful distribution of 
literature at the Dumaine Street Wharf in June. Furthermore, the 
general tenor of Oswald’s next letter to V. T. Lee, in which he sup- 
- ported his report on the Bringuier incident with a copy of the charges 
made against him and a newspaper clipping reporting the event, sug- 
gests that his previous story of an attack by Cuban exiles was at least 
greatly exaggerated.*8 Whilethe legend “F PCC 544 Camp St. NEW 


ORLEANS, LA.” was stamped on some literature that Oswald had 


in His possession at the time of his arrest in New Orleans, extensive 
investigation was not able to connect Oswald with that address, al- 
though it did develop the fact that an anti-Castro organization had 
maintained offices there for a period ending early in 1962.29 The 
Commission has not been able to find any other indication that Oswald 
had rented an office in New Orleans. In ‘view of the limited amount 
of public activity on Oswald’s part before August 9, 1963, there also 
seems to be no basis for his claim that he had distributed “thousands” 
of circulars, especially since he had claimed to have printed only 2,000 
and actually had only 1,000 printed. In addition, there is no evidence 
that he received any substantial amount of materials from the na- 
tional headquarters.3#° _ : 

_In another letter to V. T. Lee, dated August 17, 1963, Oswald wrote 
that he had appeared on Mr. William Stuckey’s 15-minute television 
program over WDSU-TV called “Latin American Focus” as a result 
of which he was “flooded with callers and invitations to debate’s ect, 
as well-as people intérested in joining the F.P.C.C. New Orleans 
branch.” 4! WDSU has no program of any kind called “Latin Ameri- 
can Focus.” *? Stuckey had a radio program called “Latin Listening 


Post,” on which Oswald was heard for less than 5: minutes on August © 


17, 1963.3 Tt appears that Oswald had only one caller in response to 


all of his FPCC activities, an agent of Bringuier’s attempting to learn - 


more about the true nature of the alleged FPCC “organization” in 
New Orleans.°*4 | | _ 
Oswald's statements suggest that he hoped to be flooded with callers 
and invitations to debate. This would have made him a-renl center of 
attention as he must have been when he first arrived in the Soviet. Union 
and as ‘he was to some extent when he returned to the United States. 
The limited notoriety that Oswald received as a result of the street 
fracas and in the subsequent radio debate was Apparently not enough 
to satisfy him. He exaggerated in his letters to V. T. Lee in an appar- 
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BSE | 
E;| - tego 
| information cone -erning the Comandss Vambises ox their 
ret spokesm air, RASAKL KAREIOEZ PUPO, who made a statencat in 
aa Guatomalé claiming credit for the August 17, 1953 attack. * 
TB 
BT | : BOSCH stated that tne MIRR will promote osuer » 
eT | attacks in the fusure, a5 opportunities and avaLlability 
:; of equipment permit , without compromising tas United 
Sa 60Cté‘<‘é«S KaeS«CW 
aN | . 
ae Ve. AISCELIARE ous 
Bt 
BaF Gn June 14, 1963, informs tion waa received tinst 
oa a group of Cuban exiles had’a plan to bomb the Shell x refinery 
an in Cuba. | 
Ay | 
a" Ga June 15, 1005, United Shates Custous Agents 
a seized a twin Bees chera.ft eirplane on the outskirts of 
a Miami, Florida, along W+ ith a quantity of explos GIVES 
Rit: | | 
3 MIGUEL ALVAREZ, EVELTO ALPIZAR, RENE ESPINOSA, 
ae VICTOR ESPLyo otk and CARLOS HERRALD 5EZ, along with AnerLean 
Bint I SAM BENFON, Here involve and detained, buc not ALCeSted y 
qe E by United States Customs Agents. It was ascertained «= -_ 
fe that MICHAEL MC LANEY supplied, the money and explos lVvea | sa 
Re For this operation. MC LANEY is. well known as a former a 
or gambling epueession operator in Havana, Geba, and : i oe 
ea presently resides at MiamL cee Florida. oo | 
ee “| os “On July 19, 1963, ACELO PEDROSO advised there mt 
ee A was another plan to bomb Cuba .. using bomb srg amd 4 <j 
Be dynamite located onthe outskirts of New Orleans, Louisiana. & 
co = 
i On July 31, 1965, the Federal Bureau of 
| he Jeo sstigation (FBI), at New Orleans, Louisiana, obtained 4 
ye oy eee, riauivi . 9? s. eeg 2 - 
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search warrant and geized 25 400 pounds of dynamite and 

20 bomb eagings pear Faure. Louisiana. This material 
was Losated on cae ae ons of WILLIAM J. me LANEY, 
prother of MICKALL Js e LANEY, 4 Hiemi peach gambler and 
fForiner OPe erator of aC et ne in the Nacional Rotel, RAVvetias 
Cuba. | 


——— at = 


Tovestigetion determined phat this dynamite wWa.S 
purchasee © at eollinsville » Illinois, DY RICH WAvesLt for 
VICTOR ESP TOGA, sito Was involved in tla june 16, 1963 

eeleures & damit. ESPINOES tyansported ehe dynam 

New Orleans ia a renced crajler. Also involve ad in 
bomb plot ware CARLOS 1a SREANDEZ MIGUEL ALVARES and SAM 
BENTON, @ Miami » Florida private detective. 
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rM T-3 uke Ls personally anquaiated «ith SAM 
RENTON and RIGS TAUGELI, advised ehat Sah BERLON aS 
‘been involved, 25 the past, with Cuban re aVO LULA OMSL Y 
groups in plans to eink yachts to obtain {NSULATCE 9 
arms deals ana collection of funds for personal UEe o 





. Wa T-3 adv i.sed on June 14, 1963, RiIC# ALBERS = * 
/ TAUCHLI of Collinsvil*6: Tllinois verently arrived in 3 
a — Miamd Florida in 4 word station wegZon with 4 lod d of 
: ae nems for niet American adventure” © avd me MEANS IES y CERATD 
cE “ATRIGK, BE aR. and FRANK ANTHONY STURCLS » took 
a: AUCHLI ion to meet the “different Cuban exile lesders in. 
| ers TAUCHES eupsequent ly cold a 5/7 Im recoillcss 
Q rifle to thie aoe go Sapanese machine gu {to American 
: ie - mercenary BILL GARMAN, two automate rifles and bio Frenen 
| guns to RAMON Brn of Comandos L, aad. nigee Llaneous 
; other equipment fo other organizations: | 


x | MM T- “3 explained that when TAUCHLI arrived in 


ae | Lard in June of 1? 63, his station v2g09 contained 50 caliber 
ae ‘| 
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nine sub-machine RUNS , automatie rifles 
n-made weapons - IAUGHLI sold 


and a number of foreLse 


soarly all of these arin sonable prices. 


g, and at red 
IAUCHLI is more interested 
and a8 no enorional feeling 


rit m-3 explained that 
heoy the ° 


in arms s3las a8 4 sun dealers 
about the CHe2n exile cause of trying to overt 
present Government in Cuba. 
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ae 


FBI informant during missile crisis 
Suggested that Castro could be 
assassinated through underworld channels 
inside Cuba and that the informant would 
fund this if U.S. government would — 

assure such endeavor would not adversely 
effect the national'security. See 
attached Hoover memo. We need to identify 
and interview informant. | 
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i a to the Attornay General fo DATE October 7 os "1962. 
4 Of pt} ‘ | . 

4 Vv rnom ; Director, FBI a 
‘a z | \ 
z suBjecr: FIDE CASTRO is . fi} Ny 
: “NYERNAL SECURITY - CUBA oo 
. 

La | 

ie We bave an informant who furnishes data concerning 

j eriminal matters and who is close to high officials of ie 

| Teamsters Union. He has many contacts with hoodlum and 

q ' gambling elements throughout the United States, He is most” 

F | concerned that his relat tionship with the FBI not be revealca 
> since he teels certain that, if ee ne becones 
known, he will be killed immediate 


On October 22, 1962, the informant volunteered to 

r Los Angeles, California, Office that he believes he could 
ene to have ridel Castro assassinated, He explained 
that some of his underworld acquaintances, such as Ifeyer Lansky, 
i Es in the past lave had close connections/in Guba vhoreby they — 
: were eble to "buy! practically any Cuban official oz to 

accomplish almost any thing they wanted to do in Cuba, He 
cf : believes some of these underworld figures still have channels 
| ~-. gnside Cuba through which the assassination of Castro could be 


successfully arranged,’ 
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, ee Tanabe owt a pole ae bt nite Hie said that, in the event the: 
> United States Government is interested in having the attempt 
made, he would raise the necessary money and would want nothing 
yo “from the Govermment except assurance that such an undertaking 
would in no way adversely affect the national security. He 
expressed confidence in his ability to accomplish this mission 
without any additional contact with Government representatives 
"and with | a.minimum of contacts with private Seen i 
Ne uttyice: ey If 72 fen 7d NE ee | 1 
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Book V, p. 13 Intelligence files in mid-1963 documenting 
series of meetings among major leaders 
of anti-Castro movement. Such a report 
is attached. Attention to the cast of 
characters: i.e., Artime, Maceo, Somoza, 
Carlos Prio. | 
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presidents of the several Central. American Re 





epublis 8 
figures among the Cuban exLles is Wien. - 
New York and Washington, were known to have the sanetion 
of the United States Government. On july 16, 1962, 
somozA lert Higmi and returned to Hicaraguce 


and the leading 


| On July 135, 1963, the Mnemi News" contained 
an artilels stating that there is ZrowlNs speculation in 
Mieri that Attcorncy General ROBERT LEWEEDY Ls quiccly 
backing GertaLn Cuban exiles, § ch as MANUEL ART LGE Sob. ® 
and the so-called sovozA\ Plan. It is nosed thet MANUEL 
ARTIME BUESA iS the bead of the RR, an anti<CAGSA0 


on Sl 


a 


organicat Lon. 


On July 15, 1963, Iti T-3, who has been active 


in Cuban revolutionary matters for the past. five YOars » 
advised Enat ine nhelug-lhisted persons are some of tne 
better kKro0#M Cuban exile leaders who met with. GOs1OZA during 


his resent visit to the United States: 
SANTIAGO ALVAREZ RODRIGUEZ, Comandos L 


‘LAUREANO BATISTA FALLA , Movimiento Democrata 
Cristiano (DC) | | | 


ANTONLO VECIANA, Alpha 66 

SLATO rest, MRA . % 

JOSE MORELL ROMERO, Cuban Committee of Liberation 
CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS, former President of Cuba 
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-an intexrmadiary between the United State 
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MANUEL ARTIME, MRR > 
EUSEBIO KUJAL, labor Leader 


JOSE BOSCH, Cuban industria alist 
On July 26, 1963, MWETACO ALVAREZ RODRICUEZ 
d he had talked eis rp souozA about four hours 


cooza was in Miami during the middle of July, 1953. 
COMOZA Wes Acting &s 


eg Governmens aud 


advise 
while 
ALVAREZ gaia @bat jt 13s his opinion : 


ce 


the Cuban exiles. 


On August 20, 1963, ALVAREZ advised that nothing 
nas yet davoloped eoneerning the SOMOZA plan; it is now 
not clear waat SOMOZA is offering, or what the a Seates 
Government 3 position or actitude igs in this mate » ALVAREZ 
said it is obvious sovoZA cannot afford, ¢ uae ag a private 
individual Re a representative of the Nica ag en Goverament, 
to back suck a military progrem by Cuban exiles, and will 
have to have the backing and support of t he United states 


Government to g0 on with his plan. 


On July 30, 1963, FERMIN FLEITES, nember of the 
Executive Committee of the MDC, advised that - abous & Weer 
ago, a Niesraguan Army officer visited the !DC he ZAQUZYTATS , 
and in the name of SOMOZA, off fared camps, ‘military enisipment 
and bases in Nicaragua. This individual also offered to 
pay the expenses of moving the MDC operations to WLCAar ua e 


FLETTES explained that the MDC had taken no 
positive avetion concerning this matter, and hed adopted a 
_Mwait and cee" policy to ascertain what attitude the 
) AteS: Government would take concerning this mstter. 
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On August: 7, 1963, MARIO DEL CARAL TyeecuctLve 


i 
Secretary rs Reseate hemoeratico Revolucioncri , advised h 
that wiierr S OvOZA vas in the United States durLEe ~~ | : ; 


Resezre am 


of 1963 peer AXITOUNLO Yi VAROMA, MG ad OF bine 
ferred CES. eg) COrE NEA 


4 


Pemoer2vieo revo lugionario (BBR), con 


an in Hiewt and Nes York. 
oe | VARO} left for NWiearagua on August Ll; 
Q: :pected to return co | 


At the invitation Of SOMDZA. . + 
1°63, co ARS un igo 


with SOUDAA, and is ‘aint Ae abou 


—yeek. 
On September 10, 1963, CAKAL 2 advice’ chet nothing 
en astablished as a result ox CARO: & 


definite had be 
a, and that the future of tha propoced 


vielt to Nirosrage 
sovoz\ Plan is uncertain. 


: is On August 13, 1963, LAURFANO BATISTA EALIA, 
militery leader of the bu, adviged thes &e nad recent! ly 
- yeturred from Niearagua, where he had eonferved wita 3 
SOMOZA, wao taade NO. commitments or indicated any defins.te | ! 


plan existed. sosozZA showed great interest in the Guoan | | 
problem, but offered no positive help ox sid in the way of 


arms or Trae G CAMPS « | | - 
| i 


~ * 3 BATISTA FALLA said that CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS, : : 
‘formar President of Cuba, was in Nicaragua at the same | 
| 


farred with SOLOZA, but did not: receive any oo all 


time, con 
t PRLO 


| P offers of positive aid. BATISTA explained EMAL 
had juse previous sly returned from the Dominissn Republic 


and althoug i PRIO and JUAN BOSCH, President o£ the 


(DR) » 
unable to 


_ | DR, had been Friends for many years, PRIO Woh 
obtain any milic ary acre in the DR. | 


| | on August 22, 1963, RUBEN DE LEON, former Cuban 


: | | Minister of Defense and Co- -ordinator = tne Seana 
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organization Armed Forces of Cuba in Exile, stated that . 
about & month ago, LUIS SolozA told ELLIO NUNEZ PORZYOMNO, 
former Cuban delegece to the United Nzcions TN), oh: 

he (SQi0zZ4) had enriked to United States Atcorucy General (AG) 
ROBERT KEMNEDY. a “a 


AG KENNEDY reportedly sal" it wag necessary for 
SOMOZA to work ous the Cuban probliein and %o unite Cuban 
exiles.. SO0ZA recommended that MANUEL ARTISE BUESA ba 


designated as the leader of the Cuban exiles. 


, , DE LEON advised that there was later a meating in 
Mleni at the home of Nicaraguan Ary Captain JOSE ALEcAs.- 


Lad 
4 
‘é. 


between SOMOZA and a number of Cuban exile leaders. Ae Cals 
meeling,; egug7A said there was a possibility of Nienraguan 
support for she Guban exile anti-CAgeTno movement, Bur first 

{er . here 


the exiles would have to accept ARTIME astheice leade x 
was considerable cpposition to this suggestion by che exile 
leaders attending the meeting. : | 


On September 12, 1963, PAULINO SIERRA MARTINEZ, 
former attorney and rextile mill operator ia Cuba, advized 


he had recently visited Nicaragua and conferred with LUAs 
soMozZA concerning help to Cuban exiles. 7 


SIERRA said there are no training eamps in 


Nicar2g¢03 or Central America for Cuban exiles, and eil the 
proposed aid and backing hes progressed no further than the 
talking stage. STERRA said it seems LO him that everyone 
is waiting for the United States Government to give the 
“oreen lignt'. | ee 


37 On Se tember 12, 1963, MM T-3 advised that nearly 


all ebicpodiitcdd1) Leaders among Cuban exiles nave conferred 
with SOHOGh and now agree that the SOMOZA Plan is too big Lor 
MAY 97 1916 : : 
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central. American Republics to put Linco 


soviozs and the 
effect without United States military and political 
guppOLee | | ; fo | 
wy E-3 said that the different Cuban militery 
now feel that covozh kas noc yam oo 
id me BOO « 


obtained a posLtive 

Government , beanusSe 

conferences » phere are not 

treining e2mps Ln 
~ 


“C2 
“ fo fi 
pega sed 


3 

comnLiment from the United staves 

atter x70 and a half nonin of 

any Cuban exile milatery 
~ 


Central America, and che SOMOZA 


beyond the talking Stugee 


lan 


LI1 ° ORCANIZAT IOUS 


Comandos I. 


| wag &-3 advised shat Comms 
anti-CASTRO organizations and action &YO'NpSe 
SAWEIAGO ALVAREZ ROBRIGUEZ, ALL NLIO CUESZA and BAEO 

a 


f c -. ¢@ ° ‘ ° . ° * 
The organizeeLos maintains no offiee aS Suc, bus con 
+ Office Box MLM. y Plocida, 


to use Pose 66, Riverside Station, 
to collect money donations. | 


Os 


SANTIAGO ALVAREZ ROSRIGUEZ 


advised. th2 organization has had no milileary ACULYVETCY 

since Marek of 1663. The leadership is now building the 
organizaticn 69 jnerease membership y establian different 
sections, such ag 4 Women's Section, 3 Publicity Secbiom, - 
and committees %o raise funds. The orgimizatioen recently 
put out a thirty-pasge booklet, setting forth the aime HED 
purposes of tne organization, along with information 
concerning previous military operations of the organization. 


On July 29; 1963, 


ALVAREZ admitted his group has two boats in the 
he future for military 


Miami Rivers which will be used in t 
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Book V, p. 25 Helms directed Karamessinis and Angleton 
to fully cooperate with the desk officer, 
John Whitten, charged with investigating 
the assassination. On November 24, 
Mexico City cabled the names of known 
contacts of Soviet personnel in Mexico 
City and AMLASH's name (Rolando Cubela) 
. was included on that list. Nonetheless 
neither Fitzgerald, Helms, Tom K or 
Angleton advised the desk officer of 
significance of this name. 
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Page 23 


29 


On November 23, 1963, the CIA 7 
Headquarters asked the Mexico Station 
to stop the planned arrest of Sylvia 
Duran. Karamessinis speculated that this 
was because CIA feared Cuba responsible 


for assassination. 


Headquarters equally concerned with 
Duran on November 27 and warned 
Mexico City station chief that U.S. 
Ambassador pushing Cuban theory too 
hard. 


Book V, p. 27 AMLASH's case officer omitted reference 


to the poison pen in his November 25 
contact report of his November 22 AMLASH 
meeting on instruction from Fitzgerald. 


~ 
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Book V, p. 28 "D" tells his story in Mexico City on 
| ._ ' November 25. On November 26, Mexico 
City cables details of "D" interroga- 
tion to CIA Headquarters. On December Ls 
CIA Headquarters cables Mexico City that 
the White House has been told that D's 
story is a fabrication. : 
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Book V, p. 30 


HW 54653 Docld:324273622 Page 26 — 


On December 1, 1963, CIA Headquarters 
cabled Mexico City that a sensitive 
source ( a ) has advised 

that a Cubana airlines flight to Havana 
was delayed in Mexico City on November 22 
to pick up a passenger who rode in the 
cockpit without going through customs. 
This cable was found in Mexico City 

file with no CIA headquarters record 

of follow-up being found. 


Book V, p. 35 


HW 54653 Docld:324293622° Page 27 


In December, 1963, Sullivan prepared a 
memo for Hoover's aid in briefing the 
President that stated that no evidence 
had been developed which would indicate 
Oswald's assassination was inspired or 
directed by Pro Castro organizations 

or by any foreign country. 


Book V, p. 40-41 


HW 546535 Docld:324275622 Page 26 


FBI Legat in Mexico City cabled 
FBI Headquarters on November 24 
that U.S. Ambassador felt Cubans 
participated in assassination 
effort. "Bureau may desire to 
give consideration to polling 
all Cuban sources in US in 
effort to confirm or refute this 
theory.'"' FBI Headquarter's 
supervisor determined this was 
not desirable and would only 
promote rumors. | 
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The CIA investigation reflected a 
Soviet orientation, with exhaustive 


studies of Oswald's activities in 


re Soviet Union. There is no corres- 
ponding CIA analysis of Oswald's con- 


tacts with pro and anti Castro groups 
in U.S. 
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a Cuban American had crossed the border 
from Texas into Mexico, on November 23 

and arrived in Mexico City on November 25. 
He stayed in a hotel until the evening of 
November 27, when he departed on a 
regularly scheduled Cubana airlines flight 
to Havana using a Cuban courtesy visa and 
an expired U.S. passport. He was the only 
passenger on the flight. In March, 1964 
the Agency received a report from a 

source which alleged that the same Cuban 
American had received a permit to enter 
Mexico City on November 20 in Tampa, 
Florida. The same source said the Cuban 
American was somehow involved in the 
assassination. 


The Agency did not follow up on this 


“report other than to ask a Cuban 


defector about his knowledge of the 
Cuban American's activities. The FBI 
did investigate the reported unusual 
travel but did not fully report the 
results of their investigation to their 
Warren Commission. Their investigation 
showed that this individual had lived 

in Tampa and Key West and was pro-Castro. 
He had traveled to Cuba in May of 1962 
and had a brother in the Cuban military 
who was studying in the Soviet Union. 

On November 17, 1963, the Cuban American 
was at a get-together at the home of a 
member of the Tampa chapter of the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee. This was the 
same Fair Play for Cuba Committee that 
Oswald had possibly contacted in May of 


1963. 
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In March of 1964, the Warren 
Commission requested from Director 
Hoover information on certain pro- 
Castro and anti-Castro organizations 
which were active in the U.S. 
including the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee, and Alpha 66, among. 
others. The Bureau furnished less 
than a full and satisfactory _ 
response and did not disclose the 
fact that the CIA had operational 
interests in certain of the entities 
inquired about. 


Book V, p. 65 The FBI reports on Alpha 66 furnished 
the Warren Commission noted the attack 
on the Soviet vessel. in March of 1963 
but did not detail that group's 
continued activity in planning and 
carrying out their military operations 
against Cuba. The FBI reports did not 
show that Alpha 66 had been involved 
with the New Orleans anti-Castro train- 
ing camp. 
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It is known that the CIA took an 
interest in the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee with which Oswald was 
associated. According to Bureau 
documents, the Agency advised the 
Bureau that they were considering 

the use of disinformation that might 
embarass the Committee in areas where 
the Committee had support. | 
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In late July 1964, an FBI informant 
reported that the CIA was meeting with. 
AMLASH for the purpose of assassinating 
Castro. Informant also reported that 
AMLASH was unhappy with the CIA's efforts 
and that Attorney General Kennedy had 
refused to support the plan but that the | 
plan had not been completely put to rest.. 
This information was not disseminated 
outside the Bureau at the request of the 
informant. But the Bureau notations 
indicate that the Bureau was looking 
into an underworld plot against Castro 
that might be coincidental with the 
AMLASH plan. The Bureau had first been 
informed of AMLASH-CIA meetings in 
October 1963. That information did not 
indicate assassination involvement. 
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The AMLASH operation was insecure 


prior to the Fitzgerald meeting. 


with AMLASH, a meeting that 
Fitzgerald was urged not to under- 
take by several in the Agency. 


| . | r, 
Book V, pp. 77-78 Individuals outside the CIA had 
| been brought into the| operation, 

-and the Agency learned that one 
of these individuals was in 
clandestine contact with Cuban 
intelligence (Cable from 
European station to CIA Head- 
quarters, 3/18/65). 
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